26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

As we go about our days, we necessarily label, classify, and
prioritize. What's "in" and what's "out" on our priority list.
Because humans are social beings, we tend to do the same
thing with people. We can only invite six people to the dinner
party. Our young child wants to invite certain friends to her
birthday, but we're keenly aware of who the parents are, and
the prospect of spending several hours with them is enough
to give us pause.
In today's Gospel, Jesus' disciples face a classification
problem. They've seen another person driving out demons in
the name of Jesus. They recognize him, a non-Apostle, as
clearly "out." And yet "Jesus replied, 'Do not prevent him
whoever is not against us is for us." Jesus recognizes real faith
in the would-be exorcist. In our own lives, Jesus invites us to
recognize others' good intentions. They should not be cut off
simply because they do not line up with all our personal
preferences. What, then, is deserving of such a fate?
"If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off, if your eye causes
you to sin, pluck it out."
When his listeners blame others, Jesus tends to pivot the
conversation to their own lives. In this case, the message is
clear. What we really need to cut out is that which keeps us
from Jesus. If over-commitment causes us to lose patience
with our family, doubt God's providence, and become
consumed with self-reliance, cut something out. If certain
friendships lead us time after time into gossip and slander,
cut it out. In today's Gospel, Jesus invites us to live
intentionally in our discipleship. Are we ready?

Sunday Scriptures

Liturgical Ministers for October 6 & 7, 2018
Sat. Oct. 6 @ 4:30pm @ St. Nicholas

Reader: Cole Knebel
Servers: Grant Knebel, Allie Knebel & Ben Hutchinson
Offertory: Gary Plog & Jane Dapkus
Euch. Min.: Kathy Frey & Pat Kalous
Ushers: Gary Plog & Tom Kalous
Greeters: Barb Weiss & Gary Plog
Sun., Oct. 7 @ 8:00am @ St. Gertrude

Reader: Chad Korte
Servers: Taylor & Morgan Dressler
Offertory: PSR Class
Euch. Min.: David & Laurie Raymond
Ushers/Greeters: Bryan Rutz & Dean Sauls
Sacristan: Dave Deiters

Sun, Oct. 7 @10:00am @ Immaculate Conception

Reader: Denise Trickey
Servers: Dennis Trickey & Shane Field
Offertory: Ralph & Lora VonBokel Family
Euch. Min.: Jim & Terry Potthast & Denise Richter
Ushers: Steve Knebel, Terry Knebel, Henry Korte &
Dennis Korte
Rosary Leader: Millie Frey

Please remember in your prayers
Members of our parish families who are recovering in the hospital & at home, for their strength and patience each day, and
for all those who ask for our prayers for health or other issues.
Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber, Don Dapkus,
Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields, Gabriel Frey, Karen Grabowski,
Betty Haberer, P.J. Hereford, Cory Humphrey, Gene Jolliff,
Val King, William Klostermann, Randy Korte, David Kuehn,
Clara Liening, Taylor Marti, Alex McCall, Cody Neal,
Barb Rakers, Marcia Rowe, Verneda Rowe, Keita Salantai,
Abby Schrage, Ted Schrage, Linda Schwierjohn, Phil Spies,
Marie Weis, Neal Weiss, Pam Winet, Margie Zurliene,
Todd Zucca.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:

October 7, 2018
**27th Sunday in Ordinary Time**

Doris Buske, Dolores Weis & special people in our families.

1st Reading: Gn 2:18-24
2nd Reading: Heb 2:9-11
Gospel: Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12

Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey, Tom Frey,
1st Lt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel, Michael Knebel,
Dustin Korte, Connor Kutz, Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones, Joseph Schatte,
John H. Schuster, Greg Spina, T.J. Waddington,
Sgt. Tyler Wegman, Sgt. Zach Weiss.

Daily Readings: Oct. 1 Jb 1:6-22; Lk 9:46-50
Oct. 2 Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23; Mt 18:1-5, 10
Oct. 3 Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Lk 9:57-62
Oct. 4 Jb 19:21-27; Lk 10:1-12
Oct. 5 Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Lk 10:13-16

Mon. (Oct. 1) 8:00am (IC)
Tues. (Oct. 2) 8:00am (St.G)
Wed. (Oct. 3) 8:00am (IC)
Thur. (Oct. 4) 8:00am (St.N)
Fri. (Oct. 5) 8:00am (IC)
Sat. (Oct. 6) 4:30pm (St.N)
Sun. (Oct. 7) 8:00am (St.G)
Sun (Oct. 7)10:00am (IC)

For those currently serving in the military:

If you would like to have someone added to the prayer list
please call the parish office.

No Mass
Mass for the People of STG, STN & IC
No Mass
Orion Walker — Int. of Engie Walker & Family
† Randy Schrage — Int. of Bob & Edy Korte Family
† Carol Deichmann —Int. of Bill & Betty Haberer
† Clifford Landolt — Int. of Michael & Carole Sauls
† Willie Weis —Int. of Dennis & Cindy Korte
IC Collection

For 9/23/18

Envelopes/Loose $1,009.00

Envelopes/Loose

$1,376.50

Envelopes/Loose

$2,205.00

Sister Parish

$10.00

Sister Parish

$1.00

Sister Parish

$30.00

Cap. Imprvmnt.

$75.00

Maint. Fund

$20.00

Candles

$46.00

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

ii. Prayer – to provide well-prepared celebrations of the sacraments and
other occasions for prayer as signs of hope and paths of grace to heaven;
iii. Formation – to study the Bible and learn more about Jesus and our
Catholic faith; and
iv. Service – to serve each other, especially those in need, by practicing
charity and justice.

September 29 & 30, 2018

A big ‘THANK YOU’ to our fearless leader,
Colleen Lozier, for all of her hard work and also for
the great entertainment she provided at our
Rummage Sale. You are the best, Colleen.
From your loyal followers at St. Nicholas.

Learn how God uses the gift of music, that he has given to all of us, to
enrich our spiritual lives in the liturgy as we continue to meet at
Immaculate Conception Church in Pierron at 6:30PM every 2nd & 4th
Tuesday of each month. Using as our guide; the USCCB document:
“Sing to the Lord” Music in Divine Worship. Led by Fr. Paul Bonk.

Many Thanks to our RCIA Team
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
We want to recognize those dedicated
persons who have been working in the
background for many years, building up
the “Body of Christ”, The Church. Through
their dedication and hard work, they
continue to follow their calling as
faithful disciples.
Our RCIA Team: Jane Dapkus: 28 years; Barb Zaloga: 16 Years

Lowell & Denise Wellen: 15 years
Bless these men and women who have responded to the call to the
ministry of catechesis.

We, The Frances Luitjohan family,
would like to thank everyone for
your prayers, kindness, visits,
flowers, food and for just being
there for the family. She loved
St. Gertrude parish family.
Thank you to all.

“Liturgy of the Word for Children“ continues each Sunday,
at IC during the 10AM Mass. Children will be led out for a
separate reading and explanation of the Gospel. They will then
be returning for the completion of the Mass with their families.

For 9/23/18

For 9/22/18

i. Hospitality – to invite people proactively to join us in prayer, especially
Sunday Mass;

† Mass Intentions †

STG Collection

STN Collection

The mission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield in Illinois is to build a
fervent community of intentional and dedicated missionary disciples of the Risen
Lord and steadfast stewards of God’s creation who seek to become saints.
Accordingly, the community of Catholic faithful in this Diocese is committed to
the discipleship and stewardship way of life as commanded by Christ Our Savior
and as revealed by Sacred Scripture and Tradition. To further this mission, the
Diocese of Springfield in Illinois is committed to implementing the Four Pillars of
Discipleship and Stewardship, namely:

THANK YOU!! To all for the hard work ,
from collection to clean-up, of this years Rummage Sale.
Your help is greatly appreciated. Also, thanks to all who
donated items. A Big Shout out to Pat Kalous and
Annette Bleisch for countless hours in preparation during
and after the sale, & to Pat Beard and Kathy Frey for all the behind-thescenes tasks. Your dedication to this fundraiser is appreciated more than
you know. We raised $1119.76. Thanks to everyone who baked the
delicious goodies for our bake sale—It netted us $306.50. Thanks to those
who provided the prizes for our Raffle—we took in $1,246.00 for a total of
$2,672.26. Raffle winners were: Barb Kalous –50lb meat bundle, Sherri
Sauls –Queen size quilt, Denny & Joan Gobble-Baby Quilt. A Special Thanks
to Bill Napper for advertising our Rummage Sale in his paper, The Pioneer.
God Bless Everyone of You, Rummage Sale Chair, Colleen Lozier

The Diocesan “October Count” will start next weekend &
continue throughout the month of October. We ask that all
parishioners attend Mass at Immaculate Conception,
St. Gertrude or St. Nicholas during this month, as this count
is used for assigning priests to parishes in the Diocese.
It’s important to be counted. These numbers are used to
determine how many priests & Masses to have
at each parish.
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

We have partnered with Lifetouch for our new parish directory!
Lifetouch is providing the directory at no cost to our church. Every
family photographed will receive a complimentary directory and an
8x10 portrait. Please sign up now for your photography session, you
can sign up online at our church website at www.icstnstg.org, or look
for our signup table at upcoming services, or call Lifetouch at
(866) 756-0281, or you can contact one of the Committee Members
referenced below. The photography sessions will be at IC and the
dates/hours are: Monday Oct 8th 2pm-9pm, Tuesday Oct 9th 2pm-9pm,
Thursday Oct 11th 2pm-9pm, Friday Oct 12th 2pm-9pm and Saturday Oct
13th 10am-5pm. All photography and portrait viewing will take place
with NO sitting fee. In addition to your complimentary 8x10, you will
have the opportunity to purchase additional portraits on the day of
your portrait session. However, we’re asking that you bring a food
pantry item with you to your photography session in order to receive a
$5 discount off your purchase price (limited to one $5 discount per
parishioner). Lifetouch’s portrait price lists are available in the church
office for those who would like them prior to being photographed. Take
advantage of this opportunity to be professionally photographed. We
are looking forward to seeing you in our directory, we need 100%
participation! If you have any questions, or to sign up for your session,
please contact the parish office or any of the Committee Members
which are: Evelyn Knebel (618) 420-3254, Denise Trickey (314) 4959080, Barb Kalous (618) 741-5779, Annette Bleisch (618) 910-2424,
Marlene Korsmeyer (618) 488-7633 and Karen Straube (618) 488-6873.

Group Pictures for the Pictorial Directory: Each parish will have an opportunity to
have their own personal group ministry photos created for our New Pictorial
Directory. These groups include but not limited to; Parish Staff, Finance Council,
Pastoral Council, Liturgical Committee, Altar Servers, Lectors, Sacristans, ExtraOrdinary Eucharistic Ministers, Organists, Cantors, Choir, Ushers, RCIA team,
PAPAYA Youth Group, Funeral committee, Church Cleaners, Military Men & Women.
Immaculate Conception Parish, please stay after the 10:00am Mass on Sept. 30th
St. Nicholas Parish, please stay after the 4:30pm Mass on October 6th
St. Gertrude Parish, please stay after the 8:00am Mass on October 7th
September 29 & 30, 2018

Crock Pot Cook-Off —Fundraiser for Cub Scout Troop 60— Saturday,

26th Sunday in Ordinary time, September 29 & 30, 2018

October 6th 6:00PM at United Methodist Church in Pocahontas (108
Moreland St.) —each crock pot entry $5 & admission to eat and help
judge winners is $5. For more info. Call 618-669-2523.

2018-2019
ANNUAL CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL
Bring your furry, fuzzy, feathered pets that bring so
much love & blessings to your life!!
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi
Pet Blessing
Wednesday, October 3rd 6:30PM at IC
Grantfork Historical Society will be hosting a Fall Festival on
Sunday, October 14 from 10 -5 on the St. Gertrude’s Church
grounds. We would really appreciate anyone helping make
our Country Store a big success. We are looking for
donations (like you do for St. Gertrude’s Chicken Dinner.)
Baked items, canned items, craft, produce, sewing projects
anything you would like to get rid of. Please price them.
Please bring them to the church hall or to Mary Rutz.
Repentance & Prayer Service for those harmed by the Church
for the Alton Deanery will be held on October 1st @ 7PM at
Saint Boniface Church, Edwardsville.

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Whoever is not against us is with us. Is your image of God bigger
than the labels and categories into which we often place Him? God
has been acting in our world from the beginning of time and has
been intimately wedded to creation for thousands of years before
the creation of humanity. Did you ever consider that God was
present when dinosaurs traveled the earth? God's presence
surprises us, but He can be clearly seen when people, regardless of
their faith or creed, rise to the occasion and do the right thing. We
have seen this countless times throughout history when people have
put their differences aside, sacrificing their own security and needs
to help others. God is much larger than we make Him out to be. Try
to be present and mindful and not miss God working in all moments
of life. If we are not attentive, God's presence can go unnoticed.
Love can accomplish all things. Things that are most
impossible become easy where love is at work.
--St. Therese of Lisieux

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC TRADITIONS EXPLAINED
Question: I've heard that we become angels when we die. Is this what
the Church teaches?
Answer: As human beings, we are both spiritual and corporeal. We
are body and soul. This makes us unique in all creation. No other
physical creature -- plant or animal -- possesses an immortal soul made
in God's image and likeness. Like the distinction with plants and
animals, angels have an entirely different sort of existence. Angels are
pure immortal spirit, and they have been so since the moment of their
creation. While they may take on an appearance of a body in Biblical
history, they are not a body like we are. Angels are neither male nor
female, despite the art we often see.
As the result of the Fall, human beings experience death. Our souls are
temporarily separated from our bodies. However, we do not become
something other than human. Every Sunday in the Creed we profess "I
believe in the resurrection of the body." As Jesus was united with his
body on the third day, so, too, will we be united with our bodies at the
end of time.

The programs, services and ministries supported by the
ACSA meet the larger diocesan needs of Catholics &
others in the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois. The theme
this year is “In Gratitude for God’s Abundant Blessings.”
Aletter was sent to each Catholic household in the
diocese asking for your support. The diocese serves each
of us & our financial support is needed to continue God’s
work in the diocese.
Immaculate Conception Parish goal is $13,696,
St. Nicholas Parish goal is $5,646 and
St. Gertrude Parish Goal is $9,631.

In Gratitude For God’s Abundant Blessings
"Tunes & Tires" - St. John the Baptist Chapel Foundation is hosting its sixth
annual country and bluegrass music festival with an accompanying classic
car cruise. It will be held on Saturday, October 6 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. at
8729 Lebanon Rd., Troy (on the Knights of Columbus property). Free
admission - donations welcome. Food and drinks available for
purchase. All proceeds go to the maintenance and restoration of
St. John the Baptist Chapel. For questions - call 618-667-6868.

Pontifical Requiem Mass for Henry Damian Juncker,
First Bishop of Alton (1809-1868)
On Tuesday, October 2, at 6:30 p.m., a pontifical requiem Mass will be
offered at SS. Peter and Paul, Alton, for the repose of the soul of the first
Bishop of Alton on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of his death.
Most Rev. Thomas John Paprocki will be the celebrant. Gregorian chant
will be sung under the direction of Fr. Zach Edgar of Granite City.
Worship aids in Latin and English will be available. Bishop Juncker is
buried underneath SS. Peter & Paul, and his tomb will be open after Mass.
Bishop Juncker was born in Lorraine and was ordained after he came to
America. He was known as a dedicated pastor of souls.
SS. Peter and Paul is located at 717 State St., Alton. It was the
cathedral of the Diocese of Alton until 1923, when the see was moved to
Springfield.

Life Chain –Sunday, Oct. 7th @ 2pm in Highland at intersection of
Rt 143 & 40. Bring a lawn chair , signs provided.
Show your support for the unborn.
OCTOBERFEST-St. Michael’s Parish, Staunton IL. Oct. 6 & 7th
Exit 41, Staunton off I-55; visit the website at
www.stmichaelsoctoberfest.com for a full schedule of events.
Volunteers needed for Meals On Wheels in the Pocahontas
area. If interested call Sue Luber at 618-669-2882.

In Honor of our founders, the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis, we
will celebrate the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi with a Mass on
Thursday, October 4th, 11:30AM at the Heritage Room at
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Breese. All are Welcome!

Saint Nicholas - Pocahontas

Immaculate Conception—Pierron

Saint Gertrude—Grantfork
+Bishop
Thomas John Paprocki
Diocese of springfield
in illinois

†
Rev. Paul J. Bonk
Pastor
Sonya Curry
secretary
Mailing Address:
PO Box 410
Pierron, IL 62273
E-mail Address:
ICSTN2011@gmail.com
www.icstnstg.org
Office: 618-669-2391
Rectory 618-654-2789
Office Address:
401 E State Street,
Pocahontas
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs. 9am to 4pm
Fridays 9am to 1pm

Mass Times

Immaculate Conception
Wed. & Fri.—8:00am
Sunday—10:00 am
Saint Nicholas
Thursday— 8:00am
Saturday—4:30pm
Saint Gertrude
Tuesday— 8:00 am
Sunday — 8:00am

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
IC—Wed. 7:15—7:45am
STN— Sat. 3:45—4:15pm
STG— Sun. 7:15— 7:45am

