From the Pastor’s Desk: Today’s Gospel: Matthew

18:21-35
We have all been hurt in some way or other in the journey of life–made fun of in school by a teacher, not invited to
the wedding, didn’t get the job I thought I should have got, or at a more serious level, betrayed by someone you trusted,
abused mentally or physically and so on.
Sheila Cassidy, who was herself tortured in South America, had this to say: ‘I would never say to someone ‘you must
forgive’. I would not dare. Who am I to tell a woman who had been abused... that she must forgive? I can only say:
‘However much we have been wronged, however justified our hatred, if we cherish it, it will poison us. We must pray for the
power to forgive, for it is in forgiving that we are healed’. Nelson Mandela continually reminded his fellow prisoners in South
Africa that unless they let go of their hurts they would remain in the grip of their abusers.
By failing to forgive, we hurt ourselves more than anyone else. Surely this is what Jesus had in mind when he told
how the merciless servant was cast into prison when he refused to forgive his fellow servant. I don’t think he was suggesting
that God would cancel his mercy. He is simply saying that an unforgiving spirit creates a prison of its own. We become
enslaved. It builds up walls of bitterness and resentment and there is no escape until we come to forgive and turn to the
Love and Mercy of God.

We continue following the guidelines given us by the Diocese in conjunction with State officials, our goal is to provide a safe
environment to worship. To be clear, Bishop Paprocki's dispensation from the obligation to attend Holy Mass on Sundays and Holy
Days of Obligation remains in effect. Those who are able to attend weekday Mass will leave space for those who are only able to come
on a weekend.
All Masses have resumed at normal times, at 25% capacity. Everyone is asked to wear a mask when unable to keep 6ft. distance
from others. Everyone is asked to wear a mask when entering and leaving church. Face coverings should not be placed on children
under 2 years old, or anyone who has trouble breathing, or anyone who is unable to remove the mask on their own.
During Mass, while keeping the recommended distance, masks may be lowered but at the ready when needed. Family units are not
required to social distance among themselves, only with others, not in their family unit. Every other pew is available keeping
the recommended distance. Please follow the directions of the ushers who have been instructed through the diocesan webinar.
All prayers will be recited, singing is discouraged; to reduce the spread of the virus. The church will be disinfected after every service.

Please remember in your prayers

Sunday Scriptures
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**25th Sunday in Ordinary Time**
1st Reading: Is 55: 6-9
2nd Reading: Phil 1: 20c-24, 27a
Gospel: Mt 20: 1-16a
Daily Readings:

Sept 14: Nm 21: 4b-9; Phil 2: 6-11; Jn 3: 13-17
Sept 15: 1 Cor 12: 12-14, 27-31a; Jn 19: 25-27 or

Lk 2: 33-35
Sept. 16: 1 Cor 12: 31—13:13; Lk 7: 31-35
Sept. 17: 1 Cor 15: 1-11; Lk 7: 36-50
Sept. 18: 1 Cor 15: 12-20; Lk 8: 1-3
Sept. 19: 1 Cor 15: 35-37, 42-49; Lk 8: 4-15

Members of our parish families who are recovering in the hospital
& at home, for their strength and patience each day, and for all
those who ask for our prayers for health or other issues.
Mike Bast, Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields, Lawrence & Pat Frank,
Gabriel Frey, Jerry Fyke, Dean Geiler, Karen Grabowski,
P.J. Hereford, Cory Humphrey, Gene Jolliff, Val King,
Barrett Korte, Henry Korte, Randy Korte, David Kuehn,
Helen Kuehn, Brett Leathers, Sue Luber, Taylor Marti,
Alex McCall, Danny Micheletto, Cody Neal, Robert Oliver,
Gary Plog, Marcia Rowe, Abby Schrage, Mitch Schuster,
Phil Spies, Marie Weis, Barbara Weiss, Larry Weiss, Neal Weiss,
Margie Zurliene, Todd Zucca.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Doris Buske, Betty Haberer, Dolores Weis, Helen Wuebbles &
special people in our families.

For those currently serving in the military:
Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey, Tom Frey,
Capt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel, Michael Knebel, Dustin Korte,
Connor Kutz, Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Schuster, Joseph Schatte,
Greg Spina, T.J. Waddington, Sgt. Tyler Wegman,
Sgt. Zach Weiss.

If you would like to have someone added or removed from the
prayer list please call the parish office.

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.

(Sept.14)
(Sept.15)
(Sept.16)
(Sept.17)
(Sept.18)
(Sept.19)

† Mass Intentions †
8:00am (St.G)
8:00am (IC)
8:00am (St.N)
8:00am (IC)
4:30pm (St.N)

Sun. (Sept.20) 8:00am (St.G)
Sun. (Sept.20) 10:00am (IC)
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

No Mass
† All Souls
† John Robert — Int. of Bill & Denise Trickey
† Edward Bonk — Int. of Larry & Barbara Weiss
† Pauline & Leonard Frohn — Int. of Myrtle Tonnies
† Clara Liening — Int. of STN Ladies Group
For the People of St. Nicholas, St. Gertrude & Immaculate Conception
† Lorraine & Harvey Jakel — Int. of Randy & Dianne Leitschuh
† Ellie, Weakie & Tammy Potthast — Int. of Orville & Cindy Knebel
† John & Rose Wellen — Int. of the Wellen Family
September 12 & 13, 2020

“Move It, Move It” for Life!”
Move to support life, Be Creative!
Due to the pandemic we cannot
meet on the square to hold our
regular Run/Walk event so we are
asking you to choose ANY activity
to help raise funds to support
Relevant Pregnancy Options Center.
You can run, walk, ride a bike, jump rope, and even swim.
When: On or before September 26 Where: Anywhere in
your community Registration Cost: (includes t-shirt) 18 &
older $15; 17 & younger $10 T-shirt pick up and turn in any
collected funds: Sept. 26 from 8am to 10AM at the center.

The next Immaculate Conception
Pastoral/Finance Council Meeting will be
held on Tuesday, September 15th
at 7:00PM.

Prizes: 1st place: $300 gift card; 2nd place: $75 gift card;
3rd place: $50 Gift card. You will be guaranteed a t-shirt if
you register by Sept. 15th. To register and/or donate go to:
supportrelevant.org
From Sep 23 to Nov 1, we will unite with many others from
coast to coast and internationally for another major
simultaneous pro-life mobilization- the 40 Days for Life
campaign. The mission of 40 Days for Life is to bring
together the Body of Christ in a spirit of unity during a
focused 40 day campaign of prayer, fasting and peaceful
activism, with the purpose of repentance, to seek God’s
favor to turn hearts and minds from a culture of death to a
culture of life, thus bringing an end to abortion. We
(Immaculate Conception, St. Gertrude and St. Nicholas
parishes) have once again chose to Adopt a Day in the 40
Days for Life Granite City campaign to end the demand for
abortion. We have been assigned Monday, Oct 5th as our
adopted day, and we need prayer warriors to join us in this
important mission. Please call or text Denise Trickey at
314-495-9080 to sign up for an hour or two of prayer
between 7am and 7pm on Oct 5th. 40 Days for Life works
because prayer works! Thank you for standing up for life!

This year, we will celebrate Catechetical Sunday
on September 20, 2020. The 2020 theme is
“I received from the Lord what I also handed on
to you.” The purpose of Catechetical Sunday is to
call forth catechists to be commissioned for their
ministry. Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful
opportunity to reflect on the role that each
person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on
the faith and being a witness to the Gospel.
Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to
rededicate themselves to this mission as a
community of faith.

Blessing of Grandparents
God of our ancestors, we thank you for our
children and our children's children.
They are reminders from you about how
precious life can be.
We humbly ask for wisdom and patience as
we take pride and wonder in our
grandchildren.
Those of us who now pray to you also seek
your blessing upon these men and women
who are our grandparents or who act in
place of grandparents.
Bless all the children and their parents and
grandparents with your abundant grace.
We ask all this through the intercession of
Saints Joachim and Anne, parents of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, patron saints of
grandparents, in the power of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Share the
Harvest—
We have a
table set up
in the
hallway at
Immaculate
Conception
Church. Please bring fruit &
vegetables from your gardens
that you would like to share with
the church community.
STG Collection

For 9/6/20

STN Collection

For 9/5/20

Envelopes/Loose

$670.00

Envelopes/Loose

$660.00

Sister Parish

$25.00

Sister Parish

$15.00

Maintenance Fund

$85.00

IC Collection

For 9/6/20

Envelopes/Loose

$2,175.00

Building Fund

$120.00

Sister Parish

$55.00

Candles

$163.00

Budget Goal

$883.00

Budget Goal

$1,180.00

Budget Goal

$1,933.00

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$-223.00

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$-510.00

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$242.00

Support Needed (budget)

$8,830.00

Support Needed (budget)

$11,800.00

Support Needed (budget)

$19,330.00

Support Actual

$7,435.00

Support Actual

$10,090.00

Support Actual

$19,985.66

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$-1,395.00

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$-1,710.00

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$655.66

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Grantfork’s Biggest Little Yard Sale

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time September 12 & 13, 2020

Auction Barn * Rt 160 * Grantfork
September 24th (3-7pm) September 25th (8am5pm) September 26th (8am –12)
Clothing, household, furniture, holiday, books and
much more. Bake Sale & Refreshments

Interested in your own booth or information on
donating items, call Shirley Schwarz 618-675-2883.
Proceeds benefit Grantfork Historical Society for the purchase, rehab and
maintenance of the old Village Hall.

Saint Nicholas - Pocahontas
Bible Study at Home: Looking for an opportunity to learn more about
your faith in these crazy times? How about doing that in the comfort
of your home? Here’s an opportunity. Bishop Robert Barron of Word
on Fire Institute is offering digital streaming access to 100% of Bishop
Barron’s films and videos on demand to parishes through his
program “Word on Fire Engage”. There’d be NO passwords, special
codes, or cumbersome signups required! Here’s a link to the content
listing: https://www.wofdigital.org/products. At this time, since
there’d be a cost to the parishes, we’re seeking your input as to
whether you’d be interested in participating in this opportunity.
If interested, call the parish office or message Jane Dapkus at
janedapkus@gmail.com. Hopefully there’ll be enough interested
for us to go forward with setting it up.

Jeff Cavins Is Leading the Unlocking the Mystery of
the Bible Study Live!
Dive deeper into the Word of God through The Bible Timeline Learning System with the creator of the system. Jeff
will be diving into topics that he did not have enough time
to cover in the videos and workbook. This is a once-in-alife time opportunity to participate in a study led by the author himself!
To get the most out of the study we recommend coming prepared to participate. This can be done by purchasing
an Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible workbook which
has everything needed for the event including: the foldout Bible Timeline Chart

•

the Bible Timeline Bookmark

•

talk notes for the video presentations

•

engaging discussion questions

•
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Mass Times

Immaculate Conception
Wed. & Fri. —8:00am
Sunday —10:00am

Saint Nicholas

session overviews, readings, reflections, and prayers
for home preparation
maps, charts, diagrams, and images that bring
tion history to life

Saint Gertrude—Grantfork

Thursday — 8:00am
Saturday — 4:30pm

•
•

Immaculate Conception—Pierron

salva-

Online videos
Preparing by watching the first video of the series will help
participants get the most out of the study and be ready to
ask Jeff any question they have!
The live study will start Wednesday, September 16, 2020
at 8:00 PM and will continue weekly for 8 weeks.

Response to Beirut Explosion - Catholic Relief Services, along
with other organizations are working to meet the immediate
needs of people impacted by the explosion that took place in
Beirut on August 4. The blast killed at least 137 people and
injured more than 5,000 others. Beirut’s governor has
estimated that as many as 300,000 people are temporarily
homeless. Hospitals, already reeling from COVID-19, have
become quickly overwhelmed. People urgently need safe
shelter, clean water, food and medical attention. Prayers have
been requested along with donations to help take care of the
needs of those affected. People can donate online at
support.crs.org/donate/beirut-explosion or mail checks to:
“Lebanon Response” Catholic Relief Services, P.O. Box 17090
Baltimore, Maryland 21297-0303

Saint Gertrude

Tuesday — 8:00am
Sunday — 8:00am

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
Tuesday, Thursday &
Friday
5:30 to 7:00PM
At Immaculate Conception

