31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
"You are not far from the kingdom of God." What does it mean to be
close to God's kingdom? In today's Gospel, Jesus is in a dialogue with
teachers of the law. They know well the Law of Moses, with its
complex codes, expectations, and punishments. What will Jesus say?
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength ... You shall love
your neighbor as yourself." Jesus effortlessly distills all the books of
law into two commands. The simplicity of the Gospel message
doesn't mean it's easy to follow. Far from it! The simplicity of the
Gospel indicates its totality. Anything that requires the passions of
our heart, the choice of our soul, the reason in our mind, or the
strength of our body -- all of this ought to be animated by love. As
you can imagine, that means pretty much everything! The love of
God and love of neighbor is meant to flow into our entire lives.
The Gospel can appear complicated because life is complicated. Not
every outcast is easy to love. We lack the knowledge or compassion
to heal everyone who suffers. Personal sacrifice is not always noticed
or valued. In the face of the unknown, fear can be easier than faith.
Life's circumstances can seem like obstacles to God's love, not
opportunities. And yet Jesus' command still stands. As you reflect
this week, examine those areas where it's easy to love. Thank God
for them! But take some time to consider the people and
circumstances that challenge you. Ask God to show you what it
means to love there. How is He inviting you to enlarge your heart,
strengthen your soul, open your mind, and persevere in your
strength? How is He inviting you to love?

Sunday Scriptures
November 11, 2018
**32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time**
1st Reading: 1 Kgs 17:10-16
2nd Reading: Heb 9:24-28
Gospel: Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44
Daily Readings: Nov. 5 Phil 2:1-4; Lk 14:12-14;
Nov. 6 Phil 2:5-11; Lk 14:15-24
Nov. 7 Phil 2:12-18; Lk 14:25-33
Nov. 8 Phil 3:3-8a; Lk 15: 1-10
Nov. 9 Ez 47:1-2, 8-9,12; 1 Cor 3:9c-11,16-17;
Jn2:13-22

"Our perfection does not consist of doing extraordinary
things, but to do the ordinary well." --St. Gabriel Possenti
STN Collection

Liturgical Ministers for November 10 & 11, 2018
Sat. Nov. 10 @ 4:30pm @ St. Nicholas

Reader: Pat Kalous
Servers: Denny Gobble
Offertory: Jane Dapkus & Gary Plog
Euch. Min.: Annette Bleisch & Jane Dapkus
Ushers: Tom Kalous & Don Cureton
Greeters: Sue Luber & Helen Kuehn
Sun., Nov. 11 @ 8:00am @ St. Gertrude

Reader: Rene Barr
Servers: Carlie Mettler & Laila Barr
Offertory: Karen Knackstedt Family
Euch. Min.: David & Laurie Raymond
Ushers/Greeters: Randy & Dianne Leitschuh
Sacristan: Dean Sauls

Sun, Nov. 11 @10:00am @ Immaculate Conception

Reader: Ed Gagen
Servers: Joey VonBokel & Shane Field
Offertory: Dawn Jones Family
Euch. Min.: Evelyn Knebel, Denise Wellen & Ruth Zurliene
Ushers: Billy Luitjohan, Cameron Luitjohan, Harold Meskil
& Roger Munie
Rosary Leader: Denise Richter

Please remember in your prayers
Members of our parish families who are recovering in the
hospital & at home, for their strength and patience each day,
and for all those who ask for our prayers for health or other
issues. Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields, Gabriel Frey,
Karen Grabowski, Betty Haberer, P.J. Hereford,
Cory Humphrey, Coreen Hutchinson, Gene Jolliff, Val King,
William Klostermann, Barrett Korte, Henry Korte, Randy Korte,
David Kuehn, Clara Liening, Taylor Marti, Alex McCall,
Cody Neal, Barb Rakers, Marcia Rowe, Verneda Rowe,
Keita Salantai, Abby Schrage, Ted Schrage, Mitch Schuster,
Linda Schwierjohn, Phil Spies, Marie Weis, Neal Weiss,
Pam Winet, Margie Zurliene, Todd Zucca.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Doris Buske, Dolores Weis & special people in our families.

For those currently serving in the military:
Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey, Tom Frey,
1st Lt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel, Michael Knebel,
Dustin Korte, Connor Kutz, Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones, Joseph Schatte,
John H. Schuster, Greg Spina, T.J. Waddington,
Sgt. Tyler Wegman, Sgt. Zach Weiss.

If you would like to have someone added to the prayer list
please call the parish office.

For 10/27/18

Envelopes/Loose $1,028.00

STG Collection

All Saints

$65.00

Sister Parish

IC Collection

For 10/28/18

Envelopes/Loose $1,062.50
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$1,678.00

$204.00

All Saints

$10.00

All Saints

$30.00

Candles

$65.00

Sister Parish

$56.00

Sister Parish

$127.00

All Souls

$70.00

All Souls

$40.00

For 10/28/18

This week a letter will be sent to all who have not yet responded to the Annual Catholic Services Appeal. If you are among
this group, I ask you to prayerfully consider how you can help your diocesan Church family. Thank You.
STN

ACSA

STG

IC

ACSA

ACSA

Goal

$5,646.00

Goal

$9,631.00

Goal

$13,696.00

Amount Pledged

$2,135.00

Amount Pledged

$3,760.00

Amount Pledged

$3,470.00

# People Pledged

12 out of 48

# People Pledged

18 out of 89

# People Pledged

15 out of 137

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 3 & 4, 2018

2018 National Vocations
Awareness Week
November 4th thru 10th
As Catholics, we firmly believe
that God has a plan for our lives!
He calls some to marriage, some
to the priesthood, and others to
religious life. Some remain as
generous single people. Fully
living our own vocations—and
teaching young people how to
discern God’s call—is a serious duty, but also a joyful
one. Today begins National Vocation Awareness Week.
During this week, please pray about how God is calling
you to live your vocation more deeply. Encourage the
young people in your life—children, grandchildren,
students, and friends—to be open if God calls them to
priesthood or consecrated life.
Food for Thought at St. Paul Highland
Marriage in the Church w/Barb Kesky
Are you a young adult considering marriage? Are you a
parent with children who will be getting married? Are you a
grandparent who would like to understand Church teaching
on marriage for the sake of your grandchildren? Are you or
someone you know, in an irregular marriage and you want
to know how that can be reconciled? Or, do you just want to
have a better understanding of what the Catholic Church
teaching is about marriage and God’s plan for marriage?
Annulments, Radical Sanation, Convalidation...all these and
more will be explained. If this is you...please plan to attend.
No question will be disregarded!
These sessions have been intentionally planned over lunch
time and supper time to allow for more than one
opportunity for those that work or have various other
commitments. All sessions will be held in the Parish Center
multi-purpose room. Please plan to bring your own sack
lunch/supper and a beverage.
The remaining dates & topic chosen for this year are:
11/9, 6:30 pm—Marriage in the Church— Barb Kesky
11/14, noon—Marriage in the Church—Barb Kesky

St. Gertrude Feast Day Celebration
On November 16th St. Gertrude Parish will celebrate their Feast Day
with a Parish Dinner at Diamond Mineral Springs at 6:00PM. The
dinner will be provided by the parish so come dine with your parish
family— Sign-Up Sheets for the meal will be at the back of church.
St. Nicholas Blood Drive at
St. Nicholas Parish Hall on
Tuesday, November 6th
2:30 to 6:30PM

St. Gertrude Pastoral Council is calling a open meeting for all parishioners.
Fr. Paul will have a short presentation on the Restored Order of the
Sacraments, with Q/A to follow on Fri., Nov. 9th at 7:00PM.

The Alton Deanery Council of Catholic Women will meet on Friday , November 16, 2018,
at SS Peter and Paul Parish, 717 State St., Alton IL. Father Jason Stone will celebrate
Mass at 8:15 a.m. followed with a light breakfast & the meeting. Officers for 2019-2020
will be installed during the Mass. All women of the Deanery parishes are welcome to
attend. Come join everyone in sharing a morning of Faith and Fellowship.

Congratulations
To Garrett Weis & Danielle Timmermann
who were married on November 3rd at
St. Dominic Church in Breese

The St. Gertrude’s PSR program will be collecting shoes to help the HMS’s
Fall Shoe Drive. We did this a couple years ago, and it was a great success!!
Please bring any unwanted/used shoes to PSR or church between October
28th – November 14th. Shoes will be delivered to the middle school by
Friday, November 16th. They will take any pair, no matter the condition!

Spread the word and invite others to come as well!
The 2019 topics and presenters will be published soon.

FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of
Sister Julia Huelskamp,
aunt of Denise (Bill) Trickey & Mary Jo (Billy) Luitjohan,
of our parish family. We extend our heartfelt
sympathy to Sr. Julia’s family and friends. Eternal life
grant unto her, O Lord…

St. Nicholas Pastoral/Finance Council
Meeting will be held on Thursday,
November 15th at 7:00PM.

When scheduling Mass intentions to be said, let us know how many we can send to the missions so
that your Mass' can be said as soon as possible.
Mon. (Nov. 5) 8:00am (IC)
Tues. (Nov. 6) 8:00am (St.G)
Wed. (Nov. 7) 8:00am (IC)
Thur. (Nov. 8) 8:00am (St.N)
Fri. (Nov. 9) 8:00am (IC)
Sat. (Nov.10)4:30pm (St.N)
Sun. (Nov.11)8:00am (St.G)
Sun. (Nov.11)10:00am (IC)
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

† Mass Intentions †

No Mass
† Deceased Members of STG Altar Society —Int. of STG Altar Society
Orion Walker —Int. of Engie Walker & Family
Mass for the People of STN, STG & IC
† Ralph Klostermann — Int. of Teresa Gnaedinger
† Ron Liening — Int. of Kimberly Venarsky
† Frances Luitjohan —Int. of Ann Weis
† Joetta Korte — Int. of Terry & Cindy Knebel
November 3 & 4, 2018

Very often in family life we find ourselves struggling to explain to our children, the difficult or confusing situations that they
are experiencing. I have used this story many times in the past to help children understand Bible verses and the events in their lives and I would
like to share this story with you today. I encourage all parents and grandparents to read this story to their children. It’s an old Jewish
folktale...and it goes like this…
Once there where two young brothers who had spent all their lives in the city, and had never ever seen a field or pasture. So,
one day they decided to take a trip into the countryside. As they were walking along, they spied a farmer plowing, and were puzzled
about what he was doing.
“What kind of behavior is this?” they asked themselves, “this fellow marches back and forth all day, scarring the earth with long
ditches. Why would anyone destroy such a pretty meadow like that? Later in the afternoon they passed the same place again, and this
time they saw the farmer sowing grains of wheat in the furrows. “Now what’s he doing?” they asked themselves. “He must be a madman,
He’s taking perfectly good wheat and tossing it into these ditches!” “The country is no place for me,” said one of the brothers. “the people
here act as if they don’t have any sense. “I’m going home.” And he went back to the city. But the second brother stayed in the country,
and a few weeks later saw a wonderful change. Fresh green shoots began to cover the field with a lushness he had never imagined. He
quickly wrote to his brother and told him to hurry back to see the miraculous growth. So his brother returned from the city, and he too
was amazed at the change. As the days passed they saw the green earth turn into a golden field of tall wheat… And now they understood the reason for the farmer’s work…
Then the wheat grew ripe, and the farmer came with his scythe and began to cut it down. The brother who had returned from the
city couldn’t believe it. “What is this imbecile doing now?’ he exclaimed. “All summer long he worked so hard to grow this beautiful wheat,
and now he’s destroying it with his own hands! He is a madman after all! I’ve had enough, I’m going back to the city.”
But his brother had more patience. He stayed in the country and watched the farmer collect the wheat and take it to his granary.
He saw how cleverly he separated the chaff, and how carefully he stored the rest. And he was filled with awe when he realized that by
sowing a bag of seed, the farmer had harvested a whole field of grain. Only then did he truly understand that the farmer had a reason for
everything he did…
“And this is how it is with God’s works, too,” he said, “We mortals see only the beginnings of His plan. We cannot understand the
full purpose and end of His creation. So we must have faith in ‘His’ Wisdom.”
Our understanding of God’s ways can at times be very difficult… so our ‘faith’ must fill in the gaps… just as this old
Jewish folktale reminds us…
We want to see all of our parish students get
more involved in the rich variety of ministries at
Mass. Ministries include door greeters, altar
servers, lectors, choir and cantors. We’d like to
build up our singing program and as a result,
Roger Frey and Mary Bergman have graciously
agreed to have choir practices with our parish
students every Wednesday evening at 6pm, which is half an hour prior
to every PSR class. Please bring your child to IC church at 6pm for 30
minutes of singing practice before PSR class each Wed. All students
from all parish’s welcome, whether enrolled in PSR or not…
St. Augustine said that singing is praying twice!

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Love of God and love of neighbor are intimately bound together. You
cannot have one without the other. Who are my neighbor and how
do I love them? It is easy to confess with our lips that we love our
neighbor. But how does this get translated into action? Our
neighbors are not only those who live around us or are most familiar
to us. Everyone is our neighbor: those who are foreign to us, those
who have come here illegally, those who have hurt us, those we
envy, those we take for granted, and those who are poor. Embracing
humanity in all of its forms is not always an easy task, and doing so
can quickly take us out of our comfort zones. Working for justice, as
God desires, often means adjusting how much I can have and
sacrificing our wants and desires. The very image of God is on the
faces of our neighbors, and our face can be found there as well. How
much do we really love them?
Pro-Life Fund Raiser: A spaghetti dinner will be served on
November 10th at Mother of Dolors Parish Center, 705 W. St.
Clair Street, in Vandalia to raise money for the Ayden O’Malley
Scholarship Fund to help Diocesan youth attend the March for
Life in Washington, D.C. A silent auction, bake sale, country
store, & a program in thanksgiving for 25 years of Small
Victories Ministry will also be held. Doors open at 5:00p.m.;
serving begins at 5:30p.m. Tickets are $10.00. For advance
tickets, call (618) 570-7417. Carry outs are available by
calling (618) 829-8738.

Learn how God uses the gift of music, that he has given to all of us, to
enrich our spiritual lives in the liturgy as we continue to meet at
Immaculate Conception Church in Pierron at 6:30PM every 2nd & 4th
Tuesday of each month. Using as our guide; the USCCB document: “Sing to
the Lord” Music in Divine Worship. Led by Fr. Paul Bonk.

Catholic Charities USA continues advocating for policies that uphold
human dignity and promote integral human development and
justice in social structures. The strongest way to raise the voices of
poor and vulnerable families is to vote on Election Day. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 2240, calls on citizens to pay
taxes, exercise the right to vote, and defend one's country.
As Pope Francis said, "An authentic faith . . . always involves a deep
desire to change the world, to transmit values, to leave this earth
somehow better than we found it. We love this magnificent planet
on which God has put us, and we love the human family which
dwells here, with all its tragedies and struggles, its hopes and
aspirations, its strengths and weaknesses. The earth is our common
home and all of us are brothers and sisters. If indeed 'the just
ordering of society and of the state is a central responsibility of
politics,' the Church, "cannot and must not remain on the sidelines
in the fight for justice." (Evangelii Gaudium, No. 183).
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Mater Dei Open House for Prospective Families – November 4
Prospective students (grades 5-8) and their families are invited to
explore the unique opportunities of Mater Dei at their Open House on
Sunday, November 4, 2018, from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Guests will
enjoy a guided tour of our campus and receive information regarding
our spiritual, academic, and extracurricular programs; scholarships &
tuition assistance; and free transportation. Families who are unable to
attend may contact Mrs. Maria Zurliene
(mzurliene@materdeiknights.org) to request an informational folder.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
IC—Wed. 7:15—7:45am
STN— Sat. 3:45—4:15pm
STG— Sun. 7:15— 7:45am

