The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

The Alton Deanery Council of Catholic Women will hold

their meeting on Wednesday. January 31, 2018 , at
“We Three Kings of Orient are bearing gifts, we traverse afar…”. So
St. Elizabeth Parish, 120 N. Windmill, Marine IL. Mass will
goes the popular song we’ll likely hear this Sunday. Each verse
be celebrated at 8 a.m. by Fr. Paul Habing, followed by a
highlights one of the gifts the Magi bring. Homilies sometimes
continental breakfast and the meeting in the Parish Hall. All
include a symbolic breakdown of each of the gifts and how they
women of the Alton Deanery parishes are welcome to
point to Christ’s kingship, priestly role, and his death. Most of us
attend. Come join us for a morning of fellowship and
won’t see much gold in our lifetime, and we probably need to
sharing with new friends.
Google “frankincense ” and “myrrh”. At Epiphany, we often focus
on what the wise men brought. All too rarely do we reflect on what
The Shroud of Turin Exhibit at Our Lady of the Holy Spirit
brought them.
Church in Mt. Zion, IL. —January 8 thru 22, 2018
Open and free to the public Saturdays 10am-6pm &
The Mass readings for the day include common themes. “Nations
Sundays 1-6pm (Mon thru Fri. 6-8pm).
shall walk by your light.” “Look about; they all gather and come to
Refreshments are provided.
you.” “Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.” “All kings shall
The Shroud of Turin is honored by the faithful & is believed by
pay him homage.” “The Gentiles are coheirs … and copartners in the
many to be the burial cloth of Jesus of Nazareth. The Shroud is
promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.” The Scriptures include a
one of the most scientifically studied religious icons in history.
The centerpiece is a specially made full-length image of the
sense of gathering, of drawing forth and together. There’s
Shroud. The exhibit includes the story of the Gospel accounts of
something attractive about the glory of God.
the suffering & death of Jesus, & the wounds shown on the
The Magi knew it. “We saw his star at its rising and have come to do
Shroud. The exhibit also contains a detailed history & science of
him homage.” We call them saints for their devotion. But, interthe Shroud.
estingly enough, they likely died before Christ died and rose from
Friends of Highland Area Scouts 5th Annual Trivia Night
the dead. A missionary apostle never reached them, and they were
never baptized. We know little about them, their background, or
Friday, February 2nd at KC Hall in Highland. $100 per table.
their specific education. Were they truly kings? Were they learned
Contact Sheryl Hess at 618 791-3154 or
sheryl.hess3@hotmail.com for more information.
scholars? Whatever their career, we know that they were truly wise
men for their pursuit of truth and their openness to the
HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Breese invites the community to come
revelation of God.
view dozens of unique nativity sets from noon to 2 p.m. on Sunday,
When increasing amounts of time are spent on screens passively
January 7 in the hospital’s Heritage Room. Information on the
consuming information, the Magi offer us unique gifts. These gifts
Franciscan heritage of the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis,
aren’t tangible items brought to us. They’re attitudes of the heart
founders of the Hospital Sisters Health System (HSHS), will also
that can bring us to the One who brought them to Bethlehem.
be on display at this Franciscan Sunday event hosted by the
The first gift is curiosity. To know that the star was a meaningful
hospital’s Mission in Action Committee. Heritage Room doors will
open at noon for this free, open-house style event. For more
sign, the Magi needed to be inquisitive. They needed to explore the
information, please contact Sue Darr, HSHS St. Joseph’s
world around them, to study it, to measure it, to grow in underHospital’s Co-Mission Director, at (618) 526-5451.
standing. In many ways, our perspectives are the products of the
information we take in. In an era where differences form divisions,
the example of the Magi teaches us to be curious about the world,
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows
whether it’s economics, health care structures, parenting
An Adult Understanding of the Four Last Things: Heaven,
philosophies, the consumption of gluten, or Star Wars: The Last Jedi.
Hell, Judgment and Purgatory
Curiosity should extend to our faith as well. The Catholic Church is
Saturday, January 20, 10 am – 12 Noon
rich in Scripture, saints, sacraments, and more. There’s always a
Presenter: Fr. John Mark Ettensohn, OMI
new area to explore!
In the words of St. Paul how might “the God who began a good work in
The second gift is humility. The Magi weren’t Jewish. And yet when
you continue to bring it to completion?” As adults we can search the
they encountered the star, its rising, and its deeper meaning in
Scriptures, the richness of our Catholic tradition, and our understanding
Jesus’ birth, their desire was “to do him homage.” The beauty of the
of the world for clues as to what we call the last things: death, heaven,
sign attracted them. We, too, are invited to be humble before truth
hell, judgment, purgatory. Cost: $20 - Registration required.
when we find it. Everyone has teachings of the Church that lead to
For more information, call 618-397-6700 ext. 6270. snows.org/programs
questions. We all find some of our behaviors contradicting the
Commandments or Beatitudes. There are certain “hard facts” of our
faith that must be acknowledged and embraced with humility. Our
Father McGivney Catholic High School is Enrolling
encounters with other people – their stories, their viewpoints, their
Now for 2018-2019 School Year!
challenges – should also be approached with humble respect
Join us for an Open House on Sunday, January 28th from 1-3
and dignity.
p.m. Learn more about our school by touring the building and
meeting our faculty, staff, students, and fellow McGivney
The third gift is movement. The journey from Persia to Palestine was
parents. Apply online at www.McGivneyGriffins.com. Contact
no easy trek in the first century. The Magi’s pursuit of truth meant
Development Director, Emily Joellenbeck at 618-855-9010 or
effort and sacrifice. If we’re serious about seeking truth, it will
ejoellenbeck@mcgivneygriffins.com for more information.
require something of us. “We cannot see Christ and remain as we
are.” Like the Magi, we, too, are invited to draw near to God, to
walk by the light of God’s truth, and to invite others to join us in
Sacrament of Baptism—Baptisms are celebrated during Mass
on Sundays (not in Lent). A family must be registered & actively
gathering around the babe in Bethlehem.
living their faith at IC, STN or STG for 6 months to assure faith
This Epiphany, consider how God might be inviting you to grow in
will be shared with the new born child. Godparents must also be
curious seeking, humble encountering, and movement
registered in a Catholic parish or other Christian church & actively
towards truth.
living their faith. A Pre-Jordan Class is held and is required for all
Anna Carter
parents. We ask that both parents attend this class together.
Godparents are also encouraged and welcome to attend. For
more information, please call Jane Dapkus at 669-2444.

The epiphany of the lord, January 6 & 7, 2018
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Rev. Scott A. Snider
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Sonya Curry
secretary
Mailing Address:
PO Box 410
Pierron, IL 62273
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618-654-2789
Office Address:
401 E State Street,
Pocahontas
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs. 9am to 4pm
Fridays 9am to 1pm

Mass Times

Immaculate Conception
Mon-Wed.-Fri.—8:00am
Sunday—9:30 am
Saint Nicholas
Thursday— 8:00am
Saturday—4:30pm
Saint Gertrude
Tuesday— 8:00 am
Sunday — 8:00am

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
IC—Wed. 7:15—7:45am
STN— Sat. 3:45—4:15pm
STG— Sun. 7:15— 7:45am

IC Parish Support
December 31 Regular Collection
41 envelopes $ 2,026.00
Loose
$ 173.00
Total
$ 2,199.00

STN Parish Support

(*included in total)

December 30 Regular Collection
21 envelopes $ 741.00
Loose
$
50.00
Total
$ 791.00

*First Offering $107.00 *Solemnity of Mary $306.00
Sister Parish
$488.00 Children’s Home
$120.00
Building Fund $ 45.00

Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
Weekly surplus/deficit
Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
Cumulative Support Actual

Surplus/Deficit (YTD)

*Christmas
$ 50.00 *First Offering
$10.00
*Solemnity of Mary $270.00 Children’s Home $25.00
Sister Parish
$155.00
Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
$912.00
$2134.00 Weekly surplus/deficit
+$209.00
+478.00 Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
$24,624.00
$57,618.00 Cumulative Support Actual
$26,624.75
$63,963.50 Surplus/Deficit (YTD)
+$2,000.75
+$6,345.50

Please remember in your prayers

STG Parish Support
December 31 Regular Collection
25 envelopes $ 920.00
Loose
$
16.00
Total
$ 936.00

*Christmas
$50.00 *Solemnity of Mary $81.00
*First Offering $30.00 Sister Parish
$46.00
Children’s Home $25.00
Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
Weekly surplus/deficit
Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
Cumulative Support Actual

$1,032.00
+65.00
$27,864.00
$31,655.50

Surplus/Deficit (YTD)

+$3,791.50

Liturgical Ministers for January 13 & 14, 2018
Sat. Jan. 13 @ 4:30 pm @ St. Nicholas
Reader: Jane Dapkus
Servers: Grant Knebel & Ben Hutchinson
Offertory: Mary Jo Bielong & Gary Plog
Euch. Min.: Pat Kalous & Kathy Frey
Ushers: Tom Kalous & Don Cureton
Greeters: Sue Luber & Helen Kuehn
Sun., Jan. 14 @ 8:00am @ St. Gertrude
Reader: Carole Sauls
Servers: Taylor Dressler & Nathanial Straube
Offertory: Karen Knackstedt Family
Euch. Min.: David & Laurie Raymond
Ushers/Greeters: Carly Ann Maurer & Michael Sauls
Sacristan: Jerry Vosholler
Sun., Jan. 14 @ 9:30am @ Immaculate Conception
Reader: Steve Frey
Servers: Kelsey Knebel & Isaac Sandberg
Offertory: Adam & Deb Koishor Family
Euch. Min.: Rick & Ruth Zurliene & Cindy T. Knebel
Ushers: Bob Wessel, Lowell Wellen, Rick Zurliene &
Pat Flanigan
Rosary Leader: Clara Knebel & Lucille Schreiber

PSR Classes will resume on
Wednesday, January 10th, 2018

Mon. (Jan. 8)10:00am (IC)
Tues. (Jan. 9) 8:00am (St.G)
Wed. (Jan.10)8:00am (IC)
Thur. (Jan.11) 8:00am(St.N)
Fri. (Jan.12) 8:00am (IC)
Sat. (Jan.13) 4:30pm (St.N)
Sun. (Jan.13) 8:00am(St.G)
Sun. (Jan.13) 9:30am (IC)
The Epiphany of the Lord

Members of our parish families who are recovering
in the hospital & at home, for their strength and
patience each day, and for all those who ask for
our prayers for health or financial issues.
Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields,
Gabriel Frey, Karen Grabowski, Betty Haberer,
Cory Humphrey, Gene Jolliff, Randy Korte,
David Kuehn, Frances Luitjohan, Alex McCall,
Cody Neal, Gary Plog, Barb Rakers, Marcia Rowe,
Verneda Rowe, Keita Salantai, Abby Schrage,
Randy Schrage, Ted Schrage, Linda Schwierjohn,
Marie Weis, Neal Weiss, Todd Zucca.

For those currently serving in the
military: Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey,

Tom Frey, 2LTAdam Kalous, Chad Knebel,
Michael Knebel, Dustin Korte, Connor Kutz,
Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones,
Joseph Schatte, John H. Schuster, Greg Spina,
T.J. Waddington, Sgt. Tyler Wegman, Jessie Weiss,
Sgt. Zach Weiss.

Women of Mercy

Fr. Scott Snider will be leading a pilgrimage to Ireland for
the World Meeting of Families August 16-27, 2018.
In addition to the World meeting of Families in Dublin,
which will conclude with Mass celebrated by Pope Francis,
there will be visits to the Cliffs of Moher, the Shrine of
Our Lady of Knock, the Monastic site of Glendalough and
more. The cost is $3,999.00 which includes airfare. For
more info go to https://www.proximotravel.com/tripstore/?action=view_trip&triptemplateid=602 or call
Proximo Travel at 855-842-8001 and reference trip #602.
You can also call the church office at 618-669-2391 and
we will send you a brochure. Come and enjoy the beautiful
country of Ireland, wonderful worship and prayer
experiences, and some of the best Catholic speakers and
teachers from around the world.

In November women from our three parishes learned
about a safe house in our area for victims of human
trafficking. An easy way to help this organization is to
peel off the sticker on Prairie Farms milk caps to reveal a
code that you enter on the PF website under “Our Caps,
Your Cause.” Under category select ‘Social Services.’
Under organization select ‘Eden’s Glory.’ When you click
on ‘donate’ Prairie Farms makes the contribution. Easy!
For those of you that don’t use computers, please bring
your milk caps to church and drop them in the milk bottle
in the narthex. We’ll do

St. Nicholas 4th
Annual Trivia Night is set
for Saturday, February 3rd.
Doors open at 6pm; Trivia
starts at 7pm. $100 per
table. Max. of 8 per table.
Bring your own snacks &
drinks—Alcohol permitted.
Silent Auction, 50/50 Drawing. For reservations call
Annette Bleisch at 618-669-2303 or 618-910-2424

Women of Mercy will meet at 6:00 in the I.C. hall on Thursday,
January 11th. Our speaker, Rose Wascher will tell us about her
medical mission trip to Guatemala. If you have questions or to RSVP,
call Pam Snider at 654-2789.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Doris Buske, Vince Klostermann, Norbert Knebel,
Wilberta “Toots” Knebel, Dolores Weis & special
people in our families.

Please Note: We are having problems with the parish
website and will be transitioning to a new one in the
near future. Please be advised that the old website
may not be available.

St. Nicholas Blood
Drive at
St. Nicholas
Parish Hall on
Tuesday,
January 9th
2:30 to 6:30PM

FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of
Ed Plocher, husband of Ann Plocher, and father
of Gene (Jane) Plocher & Bob (Mitzi) Plocher &
grandfather of Scott (Brenda) Plocher, Karen (Gary)
Feldmann, Lisa (Alex) Scholl & Kim (Zachary)
Lewis. And for Johanna Rakers sister of
Loretta Frey, and aunt of Steve (Sharon) Frey
& Roger (Kathy) Frey of our parish family.
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to Ed’s &
Johanna’s family and friends. Eternal life grant unto
them, O Lord…

Christmas Decorations
We will be removing the Christmas decorations
from the churches this weekend—Saturday Jan.
6th & Sunday, Jan. 7th after each mass.
Everyone’s help is appreciated. Thank You!

If you would like to have someone added to the
prayer list please call the parish office.

Sunday Scriptures
January 14, 2018
**Second Sunday in Ordinary Time**
1st Reading: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19;
2nd Reading: 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20;
Gospel: Jn 1:35-42
St. Gertrude Pastoral/Finance Council Meeting will be
held on Tuesday, Jan. 23rd at 7PM.

† Mass Intentions †

† Edwin Plocher Funeral
† All Souls
Orion Walker — Int. of Engie Walker & Family
Mass for the people of IC, STG & STN
† Giovanni Accornero Family — Int. of the Accornero Family
† Edna Jo Long — Int. of Barb Kalous
† Leo Goestenkors — Int. of Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Korte
† Bill Kohlbrecher — Int. of Julian & Joyce Thomas
January 6 & 7, 2018

Ministry Lists

Please Note:
In case of bad weather the Church
cancellations will be broadcast on
KMOV Channel 4 & KSDK Channel 5
When school is
cancelled for EITHER
Bond County or
Highland, PSR will
automatically be
cancelled.
When the schools are
closed for bad weather
during the week there
will be no 8AM Mass that morning; Mass will
be held at 12:00AM on those days.
The Epiphany of the Lord

The new ministry schedules
for January & February are
now available at the back
of each Church. Please
remember, if you are not
able to fulfill your assigned
ministry, please arrange
for a substitute.
Thank you for your
commitment to serve
our parishes!
Note: If you would like to
be added to the list please
let the office know;
Volunteers are always
needed & welcome!!

Please remember all
volunteers 18 years &
older are required to
take the PGC Class &
background check!!
January 6 & 7, 2018

