Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Part of the genius of Saint Benedict of Nursia was his emphasis on a
balance of work and prayer. Saint Benedict, who founded 12
monasteries in Italy in the 6th century, brought together the
wisdom of generations of monks before him but re-shaped those
teachings in the light of his own understanding of the human
psyche. This is part of the reason that the way of life he established
remains a vital part of the Church today.
In his Rule for Monasteries, Benedict urges his monks to spend
dedicated amounts of time each day working to support the
monastery: “Idleness is the enemy of the soul. Therefore, the
brothers should have specified periods for manual labor as well as
for prayerful reading” (48:1). In another place, he wrote, “When
they live by the labor of their hands, as our holy fathers did, then
they are truly monks” (48:8). Saint Benedict understood that work
was necessary for life … but he did not see it as a necessary evil.
Work, for Benedict, was a way of giving glory to God, just like the
monks’ daily rounds of prayer.
For too many people in our world today, the work that they have to
do robs them of their basic human dignity without even providing
them with the means of supporting themselves or their families.
Migrant and farm laborers, minimum-wage workers, and too many
others can find themselves in work situations which can often be
dangerous and degrading, while the big businesses that employ so
many sometimes refuse to provide adequate pay and opportunities
for healthcare or compensation when accidents and injuries occur.
The frustration and fatigue of those who find themselves working in
these circumstances echo the words of Job that we hear in this
Sunday’s First Reading (7:1-3, 6-7): Is not man’s life on earth a
drudgery? / Are not his days those of hirelings? / He is a slave who
longs for the shade, a hireling who waits for his wages. / So I have
been assigned months of misery, / and troubled nights have been
allotted to me … My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, /
they come to an end without hope. / Remember that my life is like
the wind; / I shall not see happiness again.
During the Industrial Revolution (at the end of the 18th century),
prophetic voices began to challenge Christians to reflect on the
purpose of human labor and to defend the rights and dignity of
workers. Whether we think of Pope Leo XIII’s game-changing
encyclical Rerum Novarum, the social criticisms found in the novels
of Charles Dickens, or social reformers like Walter Rauschenbusch,
Washington Gladden, and Mary Harris “Mother” Jones, we have
inherited a perspective on the meaning of human labor & workers’
rights that we have to be willing to put into play. Today, these
values are enshrined in our Church’s teachings on social justice.
In Evangelii Gaudium (“The Joy of the Gospel”), Pope Francis
reminded us of the consequences of failing to live out this
commitment:
Just as the commandment “Thou shalt not kill” sets a clear limit in
order to safeguard the value of human life, today we also have to
say “thou shalt not” to an economy of exclusion and inequality.
Such an economy kills. How can it be that it is not a news item when
an elderly homeless person dies of exposure, but it is news when
the stock market loses two points? This is a case of exclusion. Can
we continue to stand by when food is thrown away while people are
starving? Today everything comes under the laws of competition
and the survival of the fittest, where the powerful feed upon the
powerless. As a consequence, masses of people find themselves
excluded and marginalized: Without work, without possibilities,
without any means of escape. (§ 53)
Like the reading from Job, the Second Reading and the Gospel for
this Sunday’s liturgy also have something to say to us about our
work: when done with and for God, our work here and now helps
build up the Kingdom of God. When we keep this in mind, we realize
that our title or position aren’t really important. What matters is

how we use our gifts and abilities to promote the Gospel and the common
good, making sure that no one is left behind.
As we begin to look toward Lent, take some time to think about how your
work is an opportunity to give glory to God—like the work and prayer of
Saint Benedict’s monks—and of how you can lift up those people who
struggle to find meaningful work to provide for themselves and their
families. Br. Silas Henderson, S.D.S.
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The Women of the Springfield Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women are offering four $500.00 college
scholarships to four outstanding Catholic Senior
Girls. Deadline to enter is March 30, 2018. Winners
will be announced in May and honored at the Woman of
Distinction Banquet in June. Applications are available
at the parish office.
Kindergarten Registration at Highland
Community Schools
Phone registration for the 2018-2019 school year will be held
February 20-23. Boys & girls w ho w ill be five years of age
on or before Sept. 1, 2018 are eligible to attend kindergarten
this fall. Registration may be handled by calling the Highland
Primary Office at 654-2107, Ext. 3 from 9AM to 3;30PM during
that week. Please be sure to have your child pre-registered so
they are able to attend Kindergarten Visitation Day on Friday,
May 4, 2018

A Beacon of Light Pregnancy Help Center is seeking an
Executive Director.
It should be noted that this is a volunteer position in which one or
two persons may participate.
If one has a heartfelt conviction that human life has God-given
dignity, begins at conception and deserves protection from that
point to natural death, God may be calling you to help. Some management skills are desirable, as well as the ability to work with
others and to guide a small number of volunteers. Above all is the
desire to be a loving disciple, assisting women with abortion-risk
pregnancies in celebrating the gift of new life given them and
supporting them along their journey; and guiding post abortive
women towards healing and wholeness.
If you can commit the time, can work cooperatively with the ABL
Board of Directors in fulfilling their mission and vision, and would
like to see a fledgling pregnancy help center get off the ground in
south-central Madison County, you are invited to make an inquiry
for more information. Please call ABL Board President,
Judi Schutzenhofer, [618] 593-3622 or [618] 344-2591, for
more information. Additionally, volunteers will be needed in
office help, bookkeeping, website development, social media,
fundraising, nurses, counselors or other medical professionals,
etc? If interested, please call to get on the list.
Sacrament of Baptism—Baptisms are celebrated during Mass
on Sundays (not in Lent). A family must be registered & actively
living their faith at IC, STN or STG for 6 months to assure faith
will be shared with the new born child. Godparents must also be
registered in a Catholic parish or other Christian church & actively
living their faith. A Pre-Jordan Class is held and is required for all
parents. We ask that both parents attend this class together.
Godparents are also encouraged and welcome to attend. For
more information, please call Jane Dapkus at 669-2444.
Sacrament of Marriage—Please contact our office at least 9
months before your anticipated wedding date to begin your
spiritual preparation. One or both persons must be registered
and actively living their faith at IC, STN or STG for at least 6
months to celebrate their wedding here. All couples planning
to be married at our parishes must attend a Pre-Cana
Conference or participate in an Engaged Encounter. For those
who were former members here, they must be registered and
actively living their faith at the parish w here they
reside.
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IC Parish Support
January 28 Regular Collection
50 envelopes $ 5,603.00
Loose
$
45.00
Total
$ 5,648.00
*First Offering $ 10.00
Catholic Times $ 60.00
Latin America $320.00

STN Parish Support

(*included in total)

Building Fund $ 70.00
Sister Parish $333.00
Cemetery
$ 10.00

$76,661.50

Surplus/Deficit (YTD)

Catholic Times $ 15.00
Latin America $205.00

Sister Parish $212.00

Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
$2134.00
Weekly surplus/deficit
+3,524.00
Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
$66,154.00

Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
Weekly surplus/deficit
Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
Cumulative Support Actual

January 27 Regular Collection
24 envelopes $ 846.00
Loose
$
31.00
Total
$ 877.00

+$10,507.50

STG Parish Support

*First Offering $ 5.00
Catholic Times $85.00
Sister Parish $61.00
Latin America $75.00
Candles
$42.00
Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
$1,032.00
Weekly surplus/deficit
+404.50
Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
$31,992.00
$36,069.50

Surplus/Deficit (YTD)

Surplus/Deficit (YTD)

Catholic Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Please remember in your prayers

January 28 Regular Collection
30 envelopes $1,347.50
Loose
$
84.00
Total
$1,431.50

Cumulative Support Actual

Cumulative Support Actual

$912.00
-$35.00
$28,272.00
$30,708.75
+$2,436.75

+$4,077.50

Liturgical Ministers for February 10 & 11, 2018
Sat. Feb. 10 @ 4:30 pm @ St. Nicholas
Reader: Barb Zaloga
Servers: Grant Knebel & Ben Hutchinson
Offertory: Jane Dapkus & Mary Jo Bielong
Euch. Min.: Pat Kalous & Barb Kalous
Ushers: Gary Plog & Tom Kalous
Greeters: Pat Kalous & Joan Gobble
Sun., Feb. 11 @ 8:00am @ St. Gertrude
Reader: Chad Korte
Servers: Nathanial Straube & Lukas Raynor
Offertory: Randy & Dianne Leitschuh Family
Euch. Min.: Mary Ann Frueh & Jerry Vosholler
Ushers/Greeters: Bryan Rutz & Dean Sauls
Sacristan: Jerry Vosholler
Sun., Feb. 11 @ 9:30am @ Immaculate Conception
Reader: Claire Miles
Servers: Eli Jones & Mason Frank
Offertory: Bob & Carol Meffert
Euch. Min.: Jim & Terry Potthast & Cindy T. Knebel
Ushers: Lawrence Frank, Alvin Frey, Dennis Frey &
Phil Frey
Rosary Leader: Rick & Ruth Zurliene

Members of our parish families who are recovering
in the hospital & at home, for their strength and
patience each day, and for all those who ask for
our prayers for health or financial issues.
Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields,
Gabriel Frey, Karen Grabowski, Betty Haberer,
Cory Humphrey, Gene Jolliff, Randy Korte,
David Kuehn, Clara Liening, Frances Luitjohan,
Alex McCall, Cody Neal, Gary Plog, Barb Rakers,
Marcia Rowe, Verneda Rowe, Keita Salantai,
Abby Schrage, Randy Schrage, Ted Schrage,
Linda Schwierjohn, Marie Weis, Neal Weiss,
Todd Zucca.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Doris Buske, Vince Klostermann, Norbert Knebel,
Dolores Weis & special people in our families.

For those currently serving in the
military: Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey,

Tom Frey, 1st Lt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel,
Michael Knebel, Dustin Korte, Connor Kutz,
Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones,
Joseph Schatte, John H. Schuster, Greg Spina,
T.J. Waddington, Sgt. Tyler Wegman, Jessie Weiss,
Sgt. Zach Weiss.
If you would like to have someone added to the
prayer list please call the parish office.

Sunday Scriptures
February 11, 2018
**Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time**
1st Reading: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46;
2nd Reading: 1 Cor 10:31—11:1;
Gospel: Mk 1:40-45

Protecting God’s Children Class at IC will be held on Monday, Feb. 19th at 7:00PM.
Please remember if you are working at the chicken dinner and have not already done so that you will need to
attend a class. Also any of the youth who have since turned 18 should also attend.

Mon. (Feb. 5) 8:00am (IC)
Tues. (Feb. 6) 8:00am (St.G)
Wed. (Feb. 7) 8:00am (IC)
Thur. (Feb. 8) 8:00am (St.N)
Fri. (Feb. 9) 8:00am (IC)
Sat. (Feb.10) 4:30pm (St.N)
Sun. (Feb.11) 8:00am (St.G)
Sun. (Feb.11) 9:30am (IC)
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Fr. Scott Snider will be leading a pilgrimage to Ireland for
the World Meeting of Families August 16-27, 2018.
In addition to the World meeting of Families in Dublin,
which will conclude with Mass celebrated by Pope Francis,
there will be visits to the Cliffs of Moher, the Shrine of
Our Lady of Knock, the Monastic site of Glendalough and
more. The cost is $3,999.00 which includes airfare. For
more info go to https://www.proximotravel.com/tripstore/?action=view_trip&triptemplateid=602 or call
Proximo Travel at 855-842-8001 and reference trip #602.
You can also call the church office at 618-669-2391 and
we will send you a brochure. Come and enjoy the beautiful
country of Ireland, wonderful worship and prayer
experiences, and some of the best Catholic speakers and
teachers from around the world.

† Mass Intentions †

† Living & Deceased members of the Quintin & Dolores Munie
Family — Int. of David & Donna Munie
Mass for the People of IC, STG & STN
Orion Walker — Int. of Engie Walker & Family
† All Souls
† Anna Calabro Accornero — Int. of the Accornero Family
† Leonard Korte — Int. of Roman Korte
† Deceased of the Knebel Family— Int. of Emily Schwarz & Family
† Denis Bellm — Int. of Jeannie & Charlie Korte
February 3 & 4, 2018

“At the Crossroads”, Male Spirituality, as Disciples and
Stewards
Saturday March 3rd 2018, 8AM Mass at St. Paul
Catholic Church, Highland IL
1412 9th Street, (at the corner of 9th St. & Olive St.)
Breakfast and Speakers to follow at the Highland
Council 1580 Knights of Columbus Hall
12454 Illinois Route 143, (Conveniently located across
from our local Wal-Mart)
Master of Ceremony will be Carlos Tejada
Keynote Speaker will be Bishop Thomas John Paprocki,
Bishop of Springfield in Illinois
Cost $16 per person.
If you have any questions, please contact
Lowell Wellen at 618-654-7147
“Even now, says the Lord,
return to me with your whole heart,
with fasting, and weeping, and
mourning.
Rend your hearts, not your garments,
and return to the Lord, your God.”
— Joel 2:12–13

Please Note: We are transitioning to a new website in
the near future. Please be advised that the old
website is no longer available.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS WEEK 2/11/18-2/17/18
The highly anticipated Random Acts of Kindness Week is approaching
at St Gertrude’s Parish. It will take place the week of February
11th. Young and Young at heart can participate!!
On Sunday, February 11 (if you wish to participate) we ask that you
submit your name & address and put it in the collection basket. At the
end of Mass you will chose a name and then share the kindness for
that person during the week.
Suggestions: Send them a card, do a chore for them, take them to
lunch, give a gift certificate, or bake them something. Spread a little
kindness that week.
If any questions, call Gail Ohren at 830-1384.

St. Gertrude Chicken Dinner Planning Meeting
to be held Monday February 5th at 6:00 P.M.
All parishioners are welcome, especially if
you are in charge of a certain area.
Immaculate Conception’s
Annual Chicken Dinner
will be held on Sunday,
March 4th, 2018.
Raffle tickets and work
lists will be available
soon.
Sign-up sheets for
taking of the chicken
dinner signs are now
available at the back of
church.
Ash Wednesday-Feb. 14th
8:00AM at St. Gertrude &
7:00PM at IC
Stations of the Cross every
Friday at IC after 8AM Mass
starting Feb. 16th.

FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of
Wilberta “Toots” Knebel, grandmother of
Jeremy (Kim) Knebel and great grandmother
of Kelsey, Alivia, Jace & Lane Knebel of our parish
family. And also for Kenny Rutz, husband of
Mary Rutz, father of
Kris (Eric) Hundsdorfer, grandfather of
Jamie & Megan Hundsdorfer and brother of
Donald (Lucille “Cookie”) Rutz & Ronald Rutz.
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to Toot’s &
Kenny’s family and friends. Eternal life grant unto
them, O Lord…
Thank you for your generous support last week of the
Collection for the Church in Latin America. Our parishes
collected $600.00, which will be used to share the faith
with our brothers and sisters in Latin America and the
Caribbean so that they in turn can share it with others.
If you missed the collection, it’s not too late to give!
Just visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections and click
“How to Give” on the left.
Your gift will certainly make a difference!
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ENCOUNTER LENT — Join our faith community—and nearly 14,000
Catholic communities across the United States—in a life-changing Lenten
journey of encounter with CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your family’s CRS Rice Bowl
at the back of church. During the 40 days of Lent, as companions on the
journey, we will encounter our neighbor.

Best Lent Ever

Lent comes every year. It’s meant to be a time when we invite God to
help us become the-best-version-of-ourselves. But for many of us,
Lent isn’t a transformative experience. It’s just a time when we give
up chocolate or something else we enjoy, then go back to it at Easter.
This year, you can change that with BEST LENT EVER. You’ll receive
daily emails with short inspirational videos, practical tips for your
everyday life, and real-life stories to encourage you in your journey.
All you have to do is sign up at

DynamicCatholic.com/BestLent.
February 3 & 4, 2018

