Livestream Sunday Mass —EWTN livestream at 8 a.m. and 12 p.m.
ET go to www.ewtn.com/tv/shows/sunday-mass-live & for daily
masses at ewtn.com/catholicism/d...
Reflections on the Daily Readings by Fr. Scott Snider at
www.youtube.com/channel/UC9SxnVu5Mt7YNlduImwKQdQ
St. Jerome (Troy) | Facebook Daily Mass, 8:00 a.m.

When we awoke this morning, we found ourselves blessed with
St. Paul Catholic Church (Highland) | Facebook Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
another day. It is Easter Sunday. As that thought crossed our minds,
All Live-streamed: Holy Thursday Mass – 7:00pm;
did we find ourselves saying “so what” or “alleluia”? For many, today
Good Friday Service – 7:00pm; Easter Vigil – 7:00pm
is truly a day of alleluia. For others, it is just another day of “so what.”
Faith makes a huge difference. It not only makes a difference in how
we understand today and the significance of what we celebrate, it also
Sunday Scriptures
makes a huge difference in terms of how we understand ourselves.

April 19, 2020

**Divine Mercy Sunday**

Succeed, live well, be productive, find your niche, follow your dreams,
make money, protect your social status, be politically correct, & keep
your preferences to yourself are pretty good examples of the messages
our secular life wants us to hear. In and of themselves, they don’t
sound all that harmful. But when really examined, they are. The life of
resurrection embodied in the Gospel tells us a much different story.
Life keeps us busy. We are always connected, distracted, occupied, and
working. For many of us, an agenda awaits us before we even start our
day, and unfinished stuff is brought with us when we retire at night.
Make the best of life & “find your own road to happiness are messages
we all too easily believe. The “so what” response to the new life of
resurrection is often the result of believing that life is only what I make
it. What God has to say isn’t important to me securing my next raise.
Sadly, we live as if the grave is the end. While we may give the wonder
of heaven a blink now and then, its glory really doesn’t impress us or
matter all that much. It’s all about the here and now and what I need
to do today to get where I want to be tomorrow. We tend to put off
considering the one significant “tomorrow” that will come the
millisecond after we take our last breath. When that happens, will we
want to be thinking “so what?” or “alleluia”?
There is only one Jesus, one mission, and one resurrection. There is
also only one of us. Have you ever pondered what one solitary,
humble human life can do? Faith, not our world, tells us how special
we are. We are not robots. We are not replaceable. We have one shot.
There are no do-overs. Love is at our core and unites us together as
one with the God of love who so desperately wants us to be with Him
forever. This may not match our secular agenda, but it ought to make
our true inner agenda leap for joy. There doesn’t need to be an end.
I can live forever. Alleluia!
Pope Francis has asked for the 2020
Collection for the Holy Land to be
taken up September 13th instead of
Good Friday this year.

Apr. 15 Acts 3: 1-10; Lk 24: 13-35
Apr. 16 Acts 3: 11-26; Lk 24: 35-48
Apr. 17 Acts 4: 1-12; Jn 21: 1-14
Apr. 18 Acts 4: 13-21; Mk 16: 9-15

Please remember in your prayers
Members of our parish families who are recovering in the hospital
& at home, for their strength and patience each day, and for all
those who ask for our prayers for health or other issues.
Mike Bast, Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields, Gabriel Frey,
Jerry Fyke, Dean Geiler, Karen Grabowski, Judy Gruner,
P.J. Hereford, Cory Humphrey, Gene Jolliff, Val King,
Barrett Korte, Henry Korte, Randy Korte, David Kuehn,
Helen Kuehn, Brett Leathers, Sue Luber, Taylor Marti,
Alex McCall, Danny Micheletto, Cody Neal, Robert Oliver,
Marcia Rowe, Verneda Rowe, Abby Schrage, Mitch Schuster,
Phil Spies, Marie Weis, Jason Weiss, Neal Weiss, Pam Winet,
Margie Zurliene, Todd Zucca.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Doris Buske, Betty Haberer, Dolores Weis, Helen Wuebbles &
special people in our families.

$800.00

Holy Land

$115.00

First Offering

$5.00

Sister Parish

$135.00

Catholic Relief Services

$80.00

Sister Parish

$25.00

Home Missions

$55.00

Seminarians

$140.00

Catholic Relief Services

$25.00

Building Fund

$10.00

IC Collection

For 4/5/20

Envelopes/Loose

$1,400.00

Cemetery

$50.00

Sister Parish

$40.00

$923.00

Budget Goal

$1,180.00

Budget Goal

$2,203.00

$526.00

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$-375.00

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$-803.00

$36,920.00

Support Needed (budget)

$47,200.00

Support Needed (budget)

$88,120.00

Support Actual

$36,229.25

Support Actual

$46,142.27

Support Actual

$76,120.97

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$-690.75

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$-1,057.73

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$-11,999.03

Weekly Surplus/Deficit
Support Needed (budget)

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

Parishioners, I am grateful for your generous prayers and support during this challenging time. While I miss seeing you at Mass, I am encouraged to
hear how families are praying together, watching the Mass online, and serving the community. While this time brings stress and anxiety, let us place
our burdens and struggles before the Lord knowing he will guide and comfort us.
Your generous stewardship brings life to these parishes, even when we are not together. The parish may have less visitors, but our mission and ministry
continue. In order to provide for the ongoing vitality of the parish, we are counting on your continued good stewardship. During this time, we hope you
will continue to support the parish through prayer, service, and through your generous giving. Many of our parishioners give during the offertory at
Mass via envelope. Because that is not an option at this time, we created an online offertory tool.
In partnership with the Curia, we are launching an online giving platform which enable parishioners to donate to the parish via the Parish donation
pages: For Immaculate Conception the link is https://parishgiving.dio.org/immaculateconceptionpierron
For St. Nicholas: https://parishgiving.dio.org/stnicholaspocahontas and For St. Gertrude: https://parishgiving.dio.org/stgertrudegrantfork
This link: Enables you to make your Sunday offertory contribution online; Your information remains private and secure; Provides you flexibility to designate a one-time gift or recurring gift; Provides you comfort knowing your donation will be supporting the ongoing mission and vitality of our parish
community. I encourage you to sign-up today. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. We are here for you, will continue
to pray for you, and are gracious for your support! God bless you, Fr. Paul

If you would like to have someone added or removed from the
prayer list please call the parish office.

Envelopes/Loose

Budget Goal

Please continue to follow the CDC guidelines of social distancing, washing your hands often, no large group gatherings, no unnecessary
traveling, stay at home… Know that you are in my prayers, Continue praying for those affected by the Coronavirus, Stay Safe,
Blessings for all that you do for the parish, Sincerely, Fr. Paul J. Bonk, Pastor

Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey, Tom Frey,
1st Lt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel, Michael Knebel, Dustin Korte,
Connor Kutz, Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones, Joseph Schatte,
Greg Spina, T.J. Waddington, Sgt. Tyler Wegman,
Sgt. Zach Weiss.

$1,449.00

Envelopes/Loose

After much consideration and prayer, along with the Parish/Finance Councils recommendation, it is in the best interest of the parish to
cancel the St. Gertrude Chicken Dinner and Raffle that was scheduled for June 7th 2020.
Due to the current Pandemic, I believe we have no other option. Our first priority is to keep people safe and not put them in harms way.

For those currently serving in the military:

For 4/5/20

For 4/4/20

Dear Parishioners of St. Gertrude Parish,

Apr. 13 Acts 2: 14, 22-33; Mt 28: 8-15
Apr. 14 Acts 2: 36-41; Jn 20: 11-18

STG Collection

STN Collection

St. Gertrude Chicken Dinner/Raffle/Fund Raiser is Canceled for June 7, 2020

1st Reading: Acts 2: 42-47
2nd Reading: 1 Pt 1: 3-9
Gospel: Jn 20: 19-31
Daily Readings:

April 12, 2020

Immaculate Conception Church will be open
from 5:30pm until 7:00pm, Tuesday, Wednesday
Thursday and Friday, so that people can come to
church and pray. The confessional is set up in
the cry room with a 5ft. X 5ft screen to prevent
the spread of Coronavirus. Blessed candles and
holy water are available for the taking. Know
that all those under my care as their pastor are
in my prayers; Father Paul J. Bonk

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

April 12, 2020

Thank You for your involvement in the 40 Days for Life
campaign in Granite City!

Happy Easter! — We prayed, fasted and gave
alms—and now we celebrate the Risen Lord! Our
Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl challenges us
as we begin the Easter season to share what we
have with our global family. Don’t forget to turn
in your CRS Rice Bowl!!

Dive Deep - What is our diocese doing and what
should a Catholic response look like in regard to the
coronavirus? Go to dio. org/podcast to listen. Dive
Deep is the official podcast of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.

Easter Sunday of the resurrection of the lord April 12, 2020

Thank you to everyone who came out to pray at the abortion
facility in Granite City, and those who prayed at home or elsewhere, during our 40 Days for Life campaign. The spring campaign
was impacted by the coronavirus pandemic and the Governor’s Stay
at Home order on March 21st. In the confusion of the unfolding
events and the uncertainty of the times ahead, God’s presence,
strength, and faithfulness was clearly felt as we again said YES
and continued to pray from home.
This campaign was another huge success- all of the prayer
hours were covered for 40 straight days for 12 hours a day in
a prayerful and peaceful manner and most importantly, lives
were saved!

1.
2.
3.

480 hours of prayer were covered.

4.

1 abortion staff member quit.

Over 1200 people came to pray!

One 40 Days for Life Banner caused 1 Letter to the Editor
and 4 rebuttals.
14 Babies were saved! That is double the number from
the last campaign!
God did this! This is His work! He desired our YES and His call
was responded to! Our testimony to God’s plan reached more
people going into the abortion facility, with more babies saved and
more seeds sown. We made Christ’s presence known by our
presence. Thank you!!
When all of God’s children work together in prayer and unity to
help women, we can put an end to the demand for abortion!

40 Days For Life Works Because Prayer Works!

TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2020
“If you allow me, I would like to have a conversation with you for a few moments, in
this time of difficulty and of suffering. I can imagine you in your families, living an
unusual life to avoid contagion. I am thinking of the liveliness of children and young
people, who cannot go out, attend school, live their lives. I have in my heart all the
families, especially those who have a loved one who is sick or who have
unfortunately experienced mourning due to the coronavirus or other causes.
These days I often think about people who are alone, and for whom it is more
difficult to face these moments. Above all, I think of the elderly, who are very dear to
me…. It is a difficult time for everyone. For many, very difficult. The Pope knows
this and, with these words, he wants to tell everyone of his
closeness and affection.” Pope Francis
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STAY CONNECTED!
Do you want to stay up
-to-date on news
surrounding
our diocese,
Bishop Paprocki,
diocesan events, and
spiritual opportunities?
Sign up to receive text
messages or email
messages by going to
dio.org or text
diospringfield to
84576.

Immaculate Conception
Cancelled
Saint Nicholas
Cancelled
Saint Gertrude
Cancelled

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
Immaculate Conception
Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday & Friday
5:30 to 7:00PM

